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Coop is Denmark’s largest retail enterprise and is owned by its members.
Coop Danmark operates the chains Kvickly, SuperBrugsen, Dagli’Brugsen, 
LokalBrugsen, Irma, fakta, fakta Q, coop.dk and Irma.dk. 
We have 1,7 million members.

Together with the independent consumer cooperatives, the organisation 
has some 40.000 employees.

We have a very high focus on responsibility, CSR and social compliance, 
and work together with our suppliers to meet our requirements. 

We have around 4000 products in private labels

About Coop Danmark A/S



Coop 
hypermarkets, 
supermarkets 
and discount 

stores cover the 
entire country.

1200 shops all 
together
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What to do when legislation do not cover risk – examples for Coops ban over decades

1975 MINI RISK: Probably first hypoallergenic brand in the world.
1991: Ban of PVC in all packaging.
1991: Ban of chlorine bleaching of textiles and paper
1994: Ban optical brighteners and EDTA / NTA in laundry detergents
1995: ban all allergenic preservatives and selected fragrances.
1997: Irma  chain stop the sale of the detergent bleach
2003: Ban of PVC in selected product groups, such as office supplies, textiles, bags and shoes.
2004: First mover: ban all substances in cosmetics and toys that are suspected of being endocrine 
disruptors.
2005: Ban of the antibacterial agent triclosan, which is used in eg toothpaste, deodorants and hand soaps. 
Ban also branded
2005: Ban of all fragrances in light, and requirements for sodtest of all light.
2008: Ban of all Candidate List Substances from the EU list of specific harmful substances. It is today at 169 
environmental hazardous substances.
2009: Ban all harmful phthalates (plasticizers). The list is currently at 16 phthalates.
2010: Ban BPA in baby feeding bottles
2010: No biocides in consumer products
2012: No use of nano particles and micro-plastics in personal care
2014: Coop stops pesticides sold in all stores.
2014: Ban on all fluorinated substances in food contact materials
2014: Ban of the allergenic preservative Methylisothializone (MI) in branded goods and fragrance allergens
2014: Irma to stop selling fabric softeners
2015: Coop stops sales of microwave popcorn due. Harmful fluorinated substances in packaging.
2015: Coop introduces the world's first fluorine free microwave popcorn.
2015: Ban BPA in thermal paper
2016: Ban BPA: Änglamark cans are free of the endocrine disruptor Bisphenol A.
2016: All detergents in Coop's own brands are Swan labeled, ie also discount products.
2016-2017: Ban fluoride in textile, no endocrine disrupting UV filters and MI in branded goods



Food packaging full of EDC´s
(endocrine disruption chemicals)

Food contact materials - legislation does not cover the

risk today. This is hard to understand why – especially for PFAS

Risk chemicals: 

• Perfluorinated compounds (PFC´s)

• Bisphenoles

• Mineral oils (next step but difficult)
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Coops ban of all PFAS´s

In September 2014: ban PFAS´s

in all private labels.  

Ban coverers a lot of goods →

• Textiles and footwear

• cosmetics

• Home textiles

• Food contact materials

• Packaging for fast food and fresh 
bread

Last product missing : 

Microwave popcorn: Sales ban 

May 2015!
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Positive media exposure – value 1½ million Euros 
=more than the value of lost of sales
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October 2015 – microwave popcorn was back! 
Maybe the first in the world !!
No PFC´s – but only in Denmark !! 



Ecolabelling very popular in DK

Ecolabel Nordic Swan (3rd party 

certification) guarantee no PFAS: 

List of products and manufacturer:
http://www.ecolabel.dk/da/produkter/husholdning-og-lys

http://www.ecolabel.dk/da/produkter/husholdning-og-lys


Requirements to suppliers
Still waiting for a Danish legislation (and EU next step)!

In our Trade agreement: test for total organic fluor content:

2015: we follow the new guideline from Danish authorities: 

Total organic Fluor in the packaging must not exceed 0,35 

μg/dm2 paper/carton. 

Limit could not be met. Background impurities are to high.

Today we use ALARA principle. 

April 2018: New indication limit stated by the authorities: 10 
μg/dm2 paper/carton. 
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Coops PFC´s ban is very challenging!
Ongoing check and control: 

Many packaging for fast food and packed food, 

but also nonfood. Requirements: Analysis total PFAS
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2015: Ban all Bisphenoles in Coop private labels

More than 100 cans and glass lid are now substituted and BPA-free 

over 3 years period: 

Substitution and innovation is indeed challenging

– “BPA-NI” is a problem

– Tetra Pack is the safe solutions (but not easy to sell) 

Jan 2015: no cashier paper with Bisphenoles. 

June 2016: Coop  brands “Änglamark” cans free from all BPA 

and other bisphenoles.

End of 2018: all cans and glasses BPA-free (more than 115 products)

Requirements: BPA-NI. Often polyester inner liner. For the lid we must accept 

PVC instead. : 12
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Important to involve the consumers

We have adopted a very ambitious packaging strategy

covering all Coop´s private label products. 

We start with our responsible brand

”Änglamark”. Also for nonfood.

NO MORE CANS – replaced by a paper brick:
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In September 2017 we 
launch our most 
ambitious  campaign 
ever for chemicals.

Focus: PFAS and 
bisphenoles, and 
adressing cocktail effect



The campaign site and video
• The video English subtitles (maybe you need to choose 

subtitles to see the English subtitles):  
https://youtu.be/aY0hBpIP7gQ

The webpage: 

• http://nykemilov.dk/
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https://youtu.be/aY0hBpIP7gQ
http://nykemilov.dk/


Ask for a Danish ban of PFAS and bisphenoles
Coop initiated meetings with 3 members of 3 parties in Danish Parliament.
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We have listed the most important scientific references (more than 60):



We delivered 21.000 signaturers til the Danish 
Parliament
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Coop´s action had an impact on Danish government 
chemical strategy

After our campaign for a new legislation and 
ban for PFAS and bisphenoles a new 4 years 
chemical agreement was adopted. 

Several key points and actions was adresses
in the ”Political Agreement on new joint 
chemicals initiatives 2018-21”

Coop received a letter from Minister, 
because our input helped DK to adopt a 
ambitious strategy.

The agreements is here:  http://mst.dk/media/143466/kemiindsats-
engelsk.pdf

http://mst.dk/media/143466/kemiindsats-engelsk.pdf


Coop´s campaign won several digital prizes for social 
impact and benefits



Safer food packaging: How do we move faster??

The legislation does not cover risk. Concern for EDC and 

cocktail effect is not well implemented!

• Regulations most efficient. But EU too slow…. 

• We need more dialog, pro-activity and communication!

– Both from authorities, retailers, suppliers/industry 
and need to involve consumers. 

• Scientist and authorities – more examples for public 
statement when deep concern ? Like Helsingor
Statement (2014) in regards PFAS. We save 10 years !!!

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S004565351400678X

• Business cases for PFAS and Bisphenoles are all good. 
Not more expensive. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S004565351400678X


MANY THANKS FOR LISTENING!

malene.teller.blume@coop.dk
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